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National Wildlife Federation to provide over 2,000 seedling trees for High Park Fire restoration
FORT COLLINS, Colo. – The National Wildlife Federation is providing the Colorado State Forest
Service funding to supply more than 2,000 seedling trees for High Park Fire reforestation efforts this
spring. Planting seedlings will ultimately help protect water supplies, restore wildlife habitat and reduce
flooding and erosion.
The NWF is providing the funding for the native trees as part of its 75th Annual National Wildlife Week,
March 18-24, designed to teach children about the wonders of nature and inspire their interest in spending
more time outside. This year National Wildlife Week features trees, with a theme of “Branching Out for
Wildlife,” intended to educate children on the importance of trees and their benefits to ecosystems and
wildlife. The NWF Legacy Society is making a monetary donation to purchase native seedlings grown at
the CSFS Nursery in Fort Collins.
“We want to thank the National Wildlife Federation for their generous donation to help restore the burn
area,” said Joe Duda, interim state forester at the CSFS. “Our foresters will provide the know-how and
resources landowners need to get these trees in the ground.”
Landowners impacted by the High Park Fire will be receiving the NWF seedlings. These landowners join
many other High Park landowners who this spring are receiving more than 4,000 additional free seedlings
from the CSFS-administered Restoring Colorado’s Forests Fund. All of these seedlings were paid for by
donations from Colorado businesses and private citizens, in a larger effort to help reforest state and
private land impacted by wildfires and other disasters.
“Children love learning about wildlife and their habitat. National Wildlife Week will inspire educators
and caregivers to take their kids outdoors to explore the natural world, plant trees and learn the important
ways trees contribute to a healthy environment,” said Kevin Coyle, VP of Education and Training for the
NWF.
To donate to the Restoring Colorado’s Forests Fund, go to
https://advancing.colostate.edu/RestoringColoradosForests. To learn more about National Wildlife Week,
go to http://www.nwf.org/national-wildlife-week.aspx.
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